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 Access to birth control has the potential to impact actual races. As a starting point, in this 

battleground, a generic Republican leads a generic Democrat by 5 points (47 percent to 
42 percent). In a split experiment, we tested a generic informed match-up between a 
Democrat and a Republican with half the sample; in this exercise, the Democrat 
continues to trail by 6 points (47 percent to 53 percent). The other split received the 
same information with accompanying information about birth control. In this match up, 
the candidates are tied at 48 percent.  
 

 Voters object to a wide range of attacks on access to healthcare and contraception 
occurring at the federal and state levels. Moreover, they strongly oppose attempts to 
defund Planned Parenthood, an organization that 25 percent say that they or someone 
they are close to has visited for medical care. 
 

o Nearly two thirds (63 percent) oppose prohibiting Planned Parenthood from 
receiving federal funds to pay for birth control, maternity care, and cancer 
screenings; 61 percent oppose it when it is specified that some Planned 
Parenthood clinics provide abortion services. More generally, 60 percent oppose 
eliminating federal Title X funding for health clinics that provide services – 
including access to birth control – to low income women. 
 

o Over half (57 percent) oppose so-called conscience clauses for pharmacists and 
health providers to opt out of prescribing and filling prescriptions for birth control, 
55 percent support requiring an employer to provide coverage for birth control 
through their insurance plans, and 52 percent would allow women to get 
emergency contraception over the counter without a prescription.   
 

o Even on issues related to abortion, the electorate is divided; voters split evenly 
on a conscience clause when it includes abortion (46 percent to 48 percent) and 
undergoing an ultrasound prior to having an abortion (48 percent to 48 percent), 
though 52 percent oppose an “invasive” ultrasound similar to what was proposed 
in Virginia. 
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